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The Builder
2011: An exciting year for celebrations!

T

his year, perhaps more than any other, Habitat for
Humanity Winnipeg has a year filled with numerous
events and celebrations to create its most exciting year yet!
In 2011, Habitat Winnipeg will reach the milestone of building its 200th home, more than any other Habitat Affiliate
in Canada. “This landmark home brings great pride to all
our current and past board members and staff, and further
acknowledges us as a leader and a driving force in trying to
eliminate poverty housing,” says Sandy Hopkins, CEO, Habitat
for Humanity Winnipeg. “We are served very well by all our
partners, volunteers, sponsors and supporters, without whom
we could not succeed.”
In conjunction with the 200th home being built here, Habitat
for Humanity Canada has also designated Winnipeg with
the honour of building the 2,000th Habitat home for all of
Canada. This decision is indicative of the dedication, effort

and success Habitat Winnipeg has shown through its constant
level of excellence in meeting the Habitat mission.
Another high profile build is set for this summer. In 2009,
Habitat built a home in a downtown church parking lot that
drew plenty of media attention. This year, Habitat Winnipeg is
building a home on the grounds of the Red River Exhibition
June 17- 26th! It should be a very high profile event amongst
all the rides and glitter and gain great media attention for
Habitat for Humanity Winnipeg. The home will be moved to
a designated Habitat lot after the EX has concluded.
Plans are in progress to celebrate the ReStore’s 20th anniversary all across Canada. In May of 1991, the very first Habitat
ReStore opened its doors in Winnipeg and has since been an
integral part of Habitat for Humanity Winnipeg’s success and
is a vital component to the organization. There are presently
60 Restores in Canada and 700 in the United States.
(Continued) Please see Celebrations on page 3

To receive our e-Builder newsletter, sign up online at www.habitat.mb.ca.
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Homeowner PROFILE
Born and raised in Winnipeg, Manitoba, Janna has been
responsible for herself from a very young age. At 10 years
old, she left a very unstable and unsafe home and spent
many years in numerous foster homes where she was
treated as if she didn’t matter. Tired of being mistreated,
Child and Family Services recognized her independent
spirit and supported her to live on her own through
assisted living.
But two years later at 18 years of age, she was truly on her
own. She hung out for a few years with a crowd from a
similar background and came to the realization that her
life was going nowhere.
Janna was determined to make something of her life and
knew she needed at least a base education. She returned
to school and received her high school diploma as a
mature student at the Aboriginal Community Campus.
In 2008 her son Isaiah was born and gave Janna even
more incentive to plan for a better future as the house she
was living in was basically a nightmare. It was tiny, had
a leaking roof, unstable floors with holes big enough to
fall through, mold and no insulation to go along with
exorbitant heating bills, all making life very stressful
while trying to raise a young child.
While Janna was working as an administrative assistant
at Neeginan Institute of Applied Technology (NIAT), she
noticed a school bulletin about Habitat for Humanity and
a home building program for Metís families. After being
unable to make contact through the posted information,
Janna showed her determination and called Habitat for
Humanity Winnipeg directly.
Because of her dire situation, she was accepted in only a
few short months.
Janna is responsible and believes we all make our own
choices. She wants to help the less fortunate by taking her
Bachelor of Education at the University of Winnipeg and
become an education director and build schools in the
inner city. She has savings, scholarships and student aid
to help make it happen for as long as she can. She
recently had her second child this December and may

Janna and her little boy at her home dedication five days before giving
birth on December 20th, 2010.

postpone part of her education in order to maintain the
cost of paying for her new Habitat home and raising two
children.
Janna is very aware and knows she has to first help herself
and kids before pursuing her dream of helping others.
Habitat for Humanity is enabling her to do just that. She
now can create a secure, safe, and stable home with her
two children. Janna is so pleased she now belongs to
and is part of a community and has already talked to her
Habitat neighbours about creating a communal garden
across all their properties.
She feels blessed that Habitat for Humanity has given
her this opportunity to be able to afford her own home
and build a brighter future. Janna hopes to soon be in a
position to give back to the community by following her
dream of helping those less fortunate.

HFHW is trying to be as green as possible. Those prefering an electronic version
of this newsletter please call us at 233-5160 (ext. 0) or email info@habitat.mb.ca
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‘Celebrations’ continued from page 1

And, while not taking place this year, Habitat Winnipeg is
also making preparations for its 25th anniversary celebration
in 2012. Included in the plans are building 25 homes to commemorate the 25 years along with many special events and
other celebrations of this milestone year. If you would like to get
involved and/or are a past volunteer that wants to reconnect with
Habitat, we welcome your call. Please contact Rhonda Lanouette
at 233-5160 ext.210 or email rlanouette@habitat.mb.ca.

CONGRATUL ATIONS

to Dinh Tran of Winnipeg, winner
of the 2010 SYM Fiddle II scooter!

For 2011 we have also added a new fundraising event entitled
Bowling to Build, which has exciting possibilities as it can
include participants from all age groups. For more information
or to register please go to our website at www.habitat.mb.ca.
Please contact Lori Hessner Unsworth at 233-2182 or email
lhessnerunsworth@habitat.mb.ca if you require further
information.
The rest of the year will still contain the summer Blitz Build,
and all the other Habitat regular annual events which include
Cycle of Hope, Ride Around the Lake, Muddy Waters
Community Cycle and of course, the always popular House
Party and Auction. Your participation and support of these
events enable Habitat Winnipeg to help many families in need
by building more homes and brighter futures, and for that we
are grateful. In 2011 there is much to be proud of and even
more to be thankful.

The proud winner accepts the keys from Dave Amey of Enns Brothers Powersports
along with Dave Enns and Elaine Smith from Habitat for Humanity Winnipeg.

The winning draw took place at the Habitat ReStore on December 15, 2010
with all proceeds from the draw going to Habitat for Humanity Winnipeg.

www.habitat.mb.ca

3

2010: THE YEA
2010

JANUARY
Habitat begins to integrate its new enhanced brand, Habitat for
Humanity Winnipeg -The Future Builders into its communication
materials.
FEBRUARY
Joyce and Judy decide to donate all the tools of their late “Uncle
Beb’ to the Habitat ReStore. This very generous and heartfelt
donation was worth $15,000!
MARCH
1. ’ReCreate’, the ReStore’s first Annual Art Exhibition and Auction
garners attention from Habitat international and raises over $5,000.
2. Habitat embraces social media and creates Facebook and
Twitter pages to attract a new audience.
3. HFHW is a Spirit of Winnipeg Awards Finalist in the
not-for-profit category.
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APRIL
1. ReStore Earth Day Sale raises a record $27,000!
2. Habitat for Humanity-The Future Builders starts to place
SOLD signs on all its property lots to ensure better public
understanding that homeowners pay for their homes.
MAY
HFHW returns home from the HFHC National Conference
and AGM with two awards: The Canadian Affiliate of the year
for 2009 and Vern Koop’s individual selection for the prestigious
Kenneth J. Meinart Award for his accomplishments and
demonstration of his commitment and success to furthering
the Habitat mission.
JUNE
Urbanmine metal recycling partners with Habitat with its ‘Old
Parts, New Starts’ campaign by encouraging everyone to bring in
their ‘junker’ cars to be crushed with proceeds going to HFHW.
$6,000 is raised in the first five weeks!

AR IN REVIEW

JULY
1. First ever two week Blitz Build with 2200 volunteers takes place
at the Sir Sam Steele site building 10 homes in 11 days. Site is
home to the greenest affordable housing development in Canada.
2. The 17th annual Cycle of Hope returns to the Sir Sam Steele
Build site after a 14 day journey, raising enough money to build
another Habitat home.
3. Habitat construction team and volunteers build second floor
and roofs of side by side homes on the ground where a crane lifts
them into perfect position.
AUGUST
Second annual Muddy Waters Community Cycle succeeds during
a blistering hot day by raising over $33,000!
SEPTEMBER
1. The fourth annual Ride around the Lake does it again by raising
a record $125,000!
2. Habitat Winnipeg wins a special recognition award at the
Winnipeg Accessibility Awards for its custom designed accessible
home for a quadriplegic Habitat homeowner.

OCTOBER
1. 8th House Party and Auction has biggest success ever by
raising nearly $80,000!
2. On World Habitat Day, Habitat Winnipeg unveils the next
generation of Habitat “Future Builders” through its new school
programs.
NOVEMBER
Habitat Winnipeg announces regional expansion plans on
National Housing Day. Territory to now include all of Manitoba
(less Brandon who has its own affiliate) and parts of Northwestern
Ontario.
DECEMBER
1. Habitat Winnipeg creates new Bowling fundraising event for
everyone entitled “Bowling to Build” set for March 13, 2011.
2. Habitat builds 18 homes (five under construction) for the year.
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Habitat in Haiti: One Year Later

One year after the earthquake there are
still over one million ‘homeless’ in Portau-Prince, most of whom are living in
formal or informal camps or being hosted
by family and friends. Afraid to return
to their homes, they are suffering severe
overcrowding, health and security risks.
Some are living in damaged homes, either
to protect belongings or simply because
there is nowhere else to go. Yet the
Ministry of Public Works, Transport and
Communications’ (MTPTC) initial Building Habitability Assessments indicate that
nearly 80% of damaged homes can be safely repaired and/or
retrofitted to strengthen them against future disasters.

There is hope in the rebuilding process, but the recent cholera
outbreak and Hurricane Tomas are yet more reminders that we
need to help families move from camps into safe and decent
housing. HFHC’s affiliates, staff, volunteers and supporters are
part of the solution by supporting Habitat’s work in Haiti.
Families living in inadequate housing are also more vulnerable
to disasters, which happen often, since Haiti sits right on the
hurricane path in the Caribbean. A total of 15 severe tropical

storms or hurricanes have hit Haiti in the last
14 years. Habitat for Humanity is helping to
rebuild after the hurricanes of 2008 and the
2010 earthquake, as well as mitigate future
disasters, utilizing disaster-resistant home
designs.
From January of 2010 to date, Habitat for
Humanity Haiti has already achieved the
following:

• Working with our partners, assembled and
distributed more than 21,000 emergency
shelter kits.
• Conducted 2,000 structural damage assessments.
• Constructed nearly 1,000 transitional shelters.
• Employed and trained more than 200 Haitians in
rebuilding work.
With affiliate tithe donations and other contributions, Habitat
Canada will be able to make a significant long term contribution to the delivery of shelter solutions that ensure Haitian
families can rebuild from the earthquake, are protected from
future disasters, and are empowered with a sense of hope and
dignity as partners with Habitat.

Donate quality used items to the Habitat ReStore
and help stop our landfills from overflowing!

T

he ReStore is very environmentally friendly
as it ‘recycles’ and sells used materials that
are accepted from the general public and
businesses that would otherwise be headed for
overflowing landfills. By doing so, the ReStore
annually saves over one million pounds of
reusable product from local landfills.
The ReStore accepts many home decor and home
building products. A tax receipt will be issued for
most ReStore donations.

ITEMS ACCEPTED BY THE RESTORE:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Appliances
(7 years old or newer)
Antiques
Bathtubs (no rust)
Cabinets (modular units)
Doors
Windows (up to 6 feet, no
sealed units please)
Lighting fixtures

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Kitchen sinks
Plumbing fixtures
Lumber (clean, no nails,
4 feet and over)
Moldings
Medicine cabinets
Home décor
Furniture (dressers, tables,
chairs, etc. Fabric furniture
in great shape only)

60 Archibald Street • Phone: 204-233-5160 • www.habitat.mb.ca
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Thanks to our 2010 Major Sponsors
Community Development Partners

Home Development Partners

Gold Hammer

Silver Hammer

Sustainable Development Partners

Home Sponsor

Bronze Hammer

Media Sponsor

*

EQ3*

Beauchamp
Family Group*

Canad Inns/Radisson Hotel *
Kitchen Craft of Canada *
Robinson Lighting *

...and our Major Supporters
All Charities Campaign
Armtec
Assiniboine Credit Union
Bird Construction Company
BSD Solutions
James Burns
Cambrian Credit Union
Cargill Limited
Caspian Projects
CG Power Systems Canada Inc.
CGC Inc.
Community Foundation of
Portage and District Inc.
DJN Services
Dufresne Furniture & Appliances
Duxton Windows
Giant Factories Inc.
Grain Insurance & Guarantee Company
Hunter Douglas Canada Inc.

The estate of the late Betty Hutton
Ibex Payroll Services
ICI Canada Inc.
Johnston Group
Johnson Waste Management
KGS Group
Lavergne Draward & Associates
Leviton
Loewen Mechanical
Manitoba Home Builder’s Association
Manitoba Public Insurance
Murray Chevrolet Hummer
Owens Corning
Renewability
Portage Alliance Church
Portage Credit Union
The Portage La Prairie Mutual
Insurance Company

Portage MCC Community
Assistance Centre Inc.
Rueben Potash
Qualico Developments
Red River Mutual
RBC Foundation
soul sanctuary
Jim and Leney Richardson
Reimer Soil
Rosehill Woodcrafters Ltd.
Royal Pipe Systems
Thomas Smerchanski
Smith Carter Architects
and Engineers Inc.
Schneider Electric Ltd.
Standard Aero Ltd
Steinbach Credit Union
Tim Horton’s
The Home Depot Canada Foundation

*2009 ReStore Donor

TORLYS Inc.
Ursuline Sisters of Tildonk Inc.
Whirlpool Canada Inc.
Winnipeg Building & Decorating Ltd.
Winnipeg Furniture Services Ltd.
2009 ReStore Donors
Palliser Furniture Ltd.
The Thoughtful Touch Clothing
& Gift Boutique
Buhler Furniture
McDiarmid Lumber (Unicity)
Clear Choice Window and Door Store
Jeld-Wen of Canada Ltd.
The Fabris-Milano Group Ltd.
The Royal Canadian Mint
Seymour Pacific Developments Ltd.
Olympic Builders Supply
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60 Archibald St. Winnipeg, MB R2J 0V8
Phone: (204) 233-5160 • Fax: (204) 233-5271
info@habitat.mb.ca • www.habitat.mb.ca

Building homes. Building hope.

Coming right up your alley! March 13, 2011

BOW L NG
TO BUILD

Register now for Habitat for Humanity Winnipeg’s ‘Bowling
to Build’, an exciting new fundraising event that strikes against
poverty housing! Dakota, Rossmere and St. James Lanes each
play host, making it convenient for individuals or teams to
join in all the fun! Fundraising is easy with online forms and
donation scratch cards. Great prizes, food and fun make this
a can’t miss event on March 13th!
Register at www.habitat.mb.ca. or contact
Lori Hessner Unsworth at 235-2182 or email
lhessnerunsworth@habitat.mb.ca
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poverty housing!

