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Building homes. Building hope.

H

abitat’s build season has
three distinct volunteer build
phases: Pre-Build, Blitz Build and
Post Build.

ing took place on Sunday, July
19th) where we engaged over 1600
volunteers to assemble the prefab-

Our building activity started this
April, but was delayed 3-4 weeks
due to the cool temperatures/frozen
ground. We first dug the basements, poured the footings and
then the Logix team installed the
Insulated Concrete Forms which
form the basement walls. At that
point we were ready for the PreBuild volunteers. Fortunately, we
had an unprecedented number of
volunteers (870) participate in the
Pre-Build which made up for any
delays in digging the basements.
The Pre-Build crews hung the floor
joists in the basements and main
floor, and sheeted both the basement and the main floors. We had
day shifts that ran from Tuesday
to Saturday, and evening shifts on
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays. Thankfully, with all of the
help we had, we were able to be
ready for the Blitz Build.

ricated walls, to install windows
and doors, build decks, shingle the
roofs and to put the siding on the
11 homes on McCalman Avenue.
The Blitz Build was a high-energy
exciting week. Not only were we
building homes, we were increasing
awareness for the need of affordable housing in our community.
As eleven homes were raised on
McCalman Avenue, the hopes and
dreams of our Habitat partner families were also raised.

The Blitz Build took place the week
of July 18-24 inclusive (no build-

Immediately after the Blitz Build,
the trade crews began working on

installing the plumbing, electrical,
and heating in each of the homes.
Beginning August 11th running
every Tuesday to Friday of the last
3 weeks of August, our Post-Build
phase began. This phase requires
30 to 40 volunteers each day to complete any of the work not finished
during the Blitz Build. This could
include siding, facia and soffits,
interior framing, decks, sidewalks
and landscaping for every house.
Several local businesses have accepted Habitat’s Adopt-a-Day challenge and provided teams of 6 to 10
participants each to come out for a
day of building during the PostBuild. The challenge provides a
fabulous team building experience.
Participating organizations are encouraged to either pay for or have
their staff fundraise for Habitat to
cover a minimum $200 per person
participation fee.
After all of the volunteer work is
done, the finishing work is done by
professionals. This includes drywall
installation, painting, flooring,
cabinet installation, interior doors
and baseboards.

On October 5, 2009, please join us in support of World Habitat Day,
as we declare that the lack of safe, decent, affordable housing is unacceptable.

To receive our e-Builder newsletter, sign up online at www.habitat.mb.ca.

Our 2009 homeowners include:

Manitoba Lotte

ries Corporat

Badri & Zaheda and their children Muna,
Rania, Salahadin and Boru*
Cynthia and her children Cheyenne, Brandon and Kirsten
Ernie & Tara and their children Drew, Curtis,
Brandon, Zachary, Tiarra and Sky*
Ivan & Marina and their children Alba,
Ivan, Aura and Adela

ion

homeowners as it makes their Habitat experience more
meaningful. They are able to develop a relationship
with the family members who will benefit directly
from their labour.
We congratulate all of our volunteers and homeowners
for participating in our 2009 Build. We couldn’t have
done it without you! 

Floritess and her children Nathaniel and Katlyn*
John & Anneliese and their children Bridget, Ksana and Nicos
Lorne & Darlene and their children Autumn,
Raven, Danielle and John
Chris & Lucy and their children Lucy, Francis,
Christie, Pearl and Benetta
Fredrick & Carol-Lee and their children
Sage, Seth, Emillee, Emilio and Elliott*

pot

The Home De

Layke & Alemnsh and their children Kidist,
Fitsom, Benyam, Gelila and Hlina
Jamal & Selma and their children El Fatih,
Ihssan, Rihhab, Wissal, Abdalla and Nawal
Jamal & Zahar and brother Ibsa and their children
Ararso, Saru and Falmata
Ashley and her son Shay
Phil & Isabelle and their children Stuart and Jennifer

Winnipeg Evangelical Free Church

Sherry and her children Tyler, Sierra and Makayla
(*missing from picture)
The homeowners work alongside the many volunteers
who help to build their home. Of the 350 hours for a
single parent, or 500 hours for a dual parent family, the
home owner must volunteer 100 hours towards either
building their own home, or another’s home. They can
build during the Pre-Build, the Blitz Build, or the Post
Build. The volunteers love building alongside the
Great-W
est Life
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Cycle of Hope Another Success in its 16th year!
F

rom July 4th – 18th, 44 Cycle of Hope riders cycled the Lewis and Clark ride – from Williston ND, south to
Pierre SD, and home to Winnipeg which was 1,000 miles. Why? They were inspired by Sherry, the single mother
of 3 they are helping, and the companionship of their
fellow Cycle of Hope cyclists. This determined group
trained for months and raised over $145,000.
Bob Stewart, one of the cyclists had this to say about his
participation, “This was my fifth year to do the ride – I
cycle because I believe in Habitat and our building a
home for a family in Winnipeg. I also love the challenge
of a long distance cycle and meeting each host community along the way. It is a wonderful way to spend part
of the summer! “
Cycle of Hope is one of Habitat for Humanity Winnipeg’s major fundraisers. Each cyclist is required to pay
a registration fee and commit to raising a minimum
of $2,500 through pledges and their own fundraising
initiatives. Truly amazing!
Congratulations and thank you to the 2009 Cycle of
Hope riders and crew for their incredible efforts!

Volunteer Profile
I

f you have volunteered during a HFHW Blitz Build in the last 4 years, you will recognize Peter Klippenstein. His
infectious laughter can be heard across the build site, and volunteers love to work with him! Peter first became
involved with Habitat after surfing the internet in search of volunteer opportunities abroad to help rebuild homes
for hurricane victims. Habitat captured his attention right away and he decided to make a call to the HFHW office
to see how he could lend a hand in his own back yard.
Vern Koop, HFHW’s Director of Construction was more than willing to bring
Peter on board as a volunteer. Peter runs his own construction company
(E.R.B. Builders) and has been working in the field since 1982. He brings a
wealth of experience to HFHW and is an amazing mentor and house leader.
Peter’s sense of humour and patience make him an ideal choice for working with volunteers. “I love being a part of the build”, Peter said, “it is very
rewarding guiding volunteers who have never worked in construction.” After
a volunteer experiences a build with Peter as House Leader, they often request
to come back the following year and work alongside him again. Peter truly
Ian and Peter Klippenstein
believes that “keeping it light” works to his benefit. “If volunteers are having
a good time on the site, they will come back.” Peter said. “Happy volunteers are eager and productive volunteers.”
Peter always brings a team of staff members from E.R.B. Construction along to volunteer during the blitz build,
including his son Ian. “I believe that as skilled tradesmen, it is important for us to share our skills to help those in
need,” Peter said, “volunteering with HFHW is very fulfilling.” During the blitz build in July, Peter was the house
leader on 2 homes and 2 of his staff members, Neil Klippenstein and Jerry Derksen were also house leaders this
year. We look forward to seeing Peter and his team back again next year! Thanks for your dedication to HFHW!
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The Muddy Waters 100 Cycling Event
T

he Muddy Waters 100 Cycling Event started
over 15 years ago by a group of serious cyclists
who wanted to participate in a 100 mile group ride.
This year, the event organizers turned to Habitat
for Humanity Winnipeg (HFHW), which has a long
history of organizing cycling events with the Cycle of
Hope and the Ride Around the Lake, to help develop
the event into the most important annual celebration of
cycling in Manitoba by facilitating participation of all
levels of cyclists.
“After 15 successful years of organizing the
Muddy Waters 100 Cycling event, we are very
enthusiastic to now be partnering with Habitat
for Humanity Winnipeg to make this event the
largest and most exciting organized bicycle
ride in Manitoba,” said Don Dixon, Chair of the
Muddy Waters 100 Cycling Event Committee.
This unique event, held August 9th, was the
only day that the City of Winnipeg closed
down a major urban route, with police escort,
so that cyclists of all skill levels and ages could
ride together in a celebration of cycling and
to support a great cause! There were four ride
distances -100 miles, 100km, 60km or 25km
to choose from, all starting and ending at
the Forks, and participants had the option
of paying an inexpensive registration fee or
fundraising for Habitat.

This unique event, held August 9th, was the only day that the City of
Winnipeg closed down a major urban route, with police escort, so that
cyclists of all skill levels and ages could ride together in a celebration of
cycling to support a great cause!

We are thrilled to report that there were
over 500 participants raising over $26,000 for
Habitat! “The fact that we were able to double
participation from last year is outstanding!” said Sandy
Hopkins, CEO, Habitat for Humanity Winnipeg. “We
did this primarily by reaching out to the cycling groups
within the city. Ultimately, we want to engage every
Winnipegger who likes to cycle – once we achieve that,
we will truly have a successful event.”

Habitat for Humanity
Muddy Waters 100
CYCLING EVENT
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2009 Major Sponsors
Community Development Partner

Home Development Partners

Gold Hammer

Sustainable Development Partners

Youth Build Sponsor

Silver

Home Sponsors

Bronze

Thank You!
Our Goal
$150,000

$100,000

$50,000

$0

Our Goal
$500,000

HFHW is extremely grateful to the many businesses,
individuals, churches, foundations and organizations that
support Habitat for Humanity Winnipeg’s transformational work––
changing lives, changing neighborhoods, and changing our
important little part of the world.

$250,000

$125,000

Although we have received tremendous support for our
2009 build, we have not yet reached our goal! Specific programs
that need support include the Metis Build, Women Build,
and event sponsorship.

$0

Please send a cheque today in the enclosed
self-addressed evelope, or call us at 233-5160
or visit www.habitat.mb.ca to donate.
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Investing in Communities
C

reating stronger communities through housing solutions is Manitoba Housing’s new vision statement.
Consistent with this vision, Manitoba Housing’s partnership with Habitat for Humanity contributes to a range of
housing options for Manitobans.

hours of “sweat equity” towards their home. To keep
construction costs low, volunteers from the community
along with other Habitat families contribute their own
sweat equity, providing thousands of hours of labour under
professional supervision.

Manitoba Housing has partnered with Winnipeg Habitat
for Humanity Inc. on four initiatives since 2006. The most
recent investment will help build ten infill homes for
families in the St. Matthews, Daniel McIntyre and East
Elmwood neighbourhoods of Winnipeg.

These homes will be built to meet Manitoba Hydro’s
PowerSmart Gold Standard. Eight of the homes will be
built to meet Leadership in Energy and Environment
Design (LEED) Silver Certification or higher. All of the

Sir Sam Steele housing development during the blitz build

Sir Sam Steele housing development rendering

Delivered through the Winnipeg Housing and Homelessness Initiative (WHHI), $250,000 in HOMEWorks! funding
has been allocated to this project. The WHHI was established in 2000 by the Governments of Canada and Manitoba, and the City of Winnipeg, to assist local community
organizations revitalize Winnipeg’s older neighbourhoods,
provide more opportunities to access safe, affordable housing, and create or enhance services for the homeless or
those at risk of becoming homeless. This funding combines
provincial and federal contributions under the CanadaManitoba Affordable Housing Program Agreement, an
extension to the Canada-Manitoba Housing Renovation
Program and Canada’s Economic Action Plan along with
City of Winnipeg contributions.
These ten new infill homes will be sold to families with
low-to-moderate incomes who will contribute 350-500

homes will be ‘visitable’ meaning the main floor will be
accessible for persons with disabilities or mobility issues.
Manitoba Housing recently released its Long-Term
Housing Strategy, HOMEWorks! A housing strategy and
policy framework for Manitoba, and its investment plan:
HOMEWorks! Investing in communities: Our two-year
plan. Along with Manitoba Housing’s vision, the housing
strategy includes a new mission to provide housing leadership that contributes to the health, social, and economic
well-being of all Manitobans. Manitoba Housing’s partnership with Habitat for Humanity helps provide a range of
housing options for Manitobans.
For more information about HOMEWorks! and Manitoba
Housing’s long-term strategy, visit Manitoba.ca/housing;
call 204-945-5744; toll free 1-877-445-7352.

Genworth Financial Meaning of Home Contest
Do you have a child in grades 4 – 6? Or, are you an educator in grades 4-6?
The Meaning of Home Contest encourages youth to write a short
composition or poem that captures what home means to them.
The contest will run from October 5 and November 13, 2009.
Contest rules, regulations, and submission details can be found
online at www.meaningofhome.ca
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Homeowner Profile
I

van and Marina are originally from Nicaragua. Ivan came to Winnipeg in 1983
during civil war as a young refugee. He worked as a furniture assembler for a few
years and received his Canadian citizenship in 1989. In 1991 Ivan made a decision to
move to Costa Rica to work in the hotel industry, and during that time met his wife
Marina, who was a single parent to daughter Alba at the time. The couple fell in love
and married. When Marina and Ivan discovered that they were going to have their
first child (Ivan Jr.), they decided to make every effort to move to Canada where their
children could grow up in a safe environment and have unlimited access to education.
After Ivan Jr. was born, Ivan came back to Canada with daughter, Alba and immediately enrolled her in school. He was also on a mission to find employment for himself,
and to secure a home for his family. After many trips to Costa Rica, a lot of red tape,
the death of Ivan’s mother and the birth of 3 children, the entire family finally reunited
permanently in Winnipeg in August of 2005.

Ivan and Marina during Blitz Build

Ivan now works full-time for a major Winnipeg hotel as a guest agent and Marina works part-time as a cleaner, and attends ESL classes in the evenings. The couple coordinates their shifts so that one parent is always at home with Aura (4)
and Adela (2) during the day.
The family is currently living in a cramped 2 bedroom
apartment. Alba, Aura and Ivan Jr. are sharing one
bedroom, while Adela bunks with Ivan and Marina.
They are looking forward to moving into their new
4 bedroom, 2 bathroom home!
After spending so many years separated, Ivan an Marina
are excited about owning their first home together and
building a stable and loving life for their children!
Aura (4), Ivan, Ivan Jr. (9), Alba (17), Adela (2) and Marina

Donate to Habitat
instead of your curb
and get a tax receipt!
WANTED:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Garden or yard items
(patio sets, paving stones)
Appliances
(7 years old or newer)
Antiques
Bathtubs (no rust)
Cabinets (modular units)
Doors
Windows (up to 6 feet, no
sealed units please)
Lighting fixtures

60 Archibald Street

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Kitchen sinks
Plumbing fixtures
Lumber (clean, no nails,
4 feet and over)
Moldings
Medicine cabinets
Home décor
Furniture (dressers, tables,
chairs, etc. Fabric furniture
in great shape only)

tel: 204-233-5160

www.habitat.mb.ca
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60 Archibald St.
Winnipeg, MB R2J 0V8
Phone: (204) 233-5160
Fax: (204)233-5271
Web: www.habitat.mb.ca

Building homes. Building hope.

Save the Date!

Saturday, November 7th, 2009

un soir
à Paris

The theme of Habitat for Humanity Winnipeg’s
Annual House Party and Auction this year will
be un soir à Paris, an evening in Paris.
For more details on this fabulous event, to
purchase tickets, a table, or sponsorship
information, please contact:
Elaine Smith at 235-2181 or
email esmith@habitat.mb.ca
On behalf of the Winnipeg families that you
help; thank you for your support!
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