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Writing Assignment: Lesson plan for Grades 4, 5 and 6

Background

Objectives & Curriculum Areas

Are you looking for interesting ways
to engage your students in creative
writing or community service? From
October 10 to November 30, 2017,
Genworth Canada, in partnership
with Habitat for Humanity Canada,
is inviting students in grades 4, 5
and 6 to participate in a writing
contest on the meaning of home. The
contest calls upon students to write
a composition, essay or poem that
communicates what “home” means to
them.

The Meaning of Home writing
assignment is a unique and
meaningful way to get students
involved in the creative writing
process. The goal is to teach students
about the importance of giving back
to the community and foster their
active participation as world citizens.

By entering, students have the
chance to make a difference in their
community. In addition to winning
great prizes, the top entry helps build
a Habitat home for a hard working
family.
The following resources are designed
to help teachers of grades 4, 5 and
6 incorporate the Meaning of Home
writing contest in their curriculum.
These resources can serve as a
standalone lesson, or be used to
augment existing lesson plans dealing
with areas such as language, creative
writing and community service.

It is also a way for you to meet
curriculum criteria in the area of
Language/Language Arts. Some of
the curriculum requirements that can
be addressed through the assignment
include:

• Producing an original piece of

work that reflects a capacity for
independent critical thought

• Organizing ideas and writing for an
intended purpose or audience

• Writing to express thinking and

communicate personal opinions

• Developing proper grammar,
spelling and punctuation

• Fostering proofreading, editing and
revision skills

The contest is an activity that students
will see as meaningful; one that
challenges them to think creatively
about a topic that directly impacts
their lives — the meaning of home —
and it will ultimately improve their
writing skills.
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Introductory Activities
Lesson Plan
Teaching / Learning Activities

Time

Materials / Resources

1.What’s In My Home?
20 minutes

• Divide the class into small groups of 4 or 5 students and give each

group a piece of bristol board, a collection of magazines, scissors and
glue sticks

• Instruct the students to make a collage of pictures that represent items
that can be found in their homes

• Provide students with some examples to get them started such as

tangibles like furniture, family or pets, as well as non-tangibles such as
fun, laughter, and love

• 5 min intro

• 1 piece of Bristol board

• 10 mins group work

• Magazines

• 5 mins for presentation

• Glue sticks

• After students have had time to create their collages, bring the class

back together as a whole and have groups present their collage to the
class, pointing out key elements/ideas from their work
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Introductory Activities (continued)
Lesson Plan
Teaching / Learning Activities

Time

Materials / Resources

2.House vs. Home Brainstorm (all grades)
20 minutes

• Divide the class into small groups of 4 or 5 students and provide each
group with a piece of paper and a marker/pen

• Ask one student to be the recorder for the group (this student is

responsible for writing down the group’s ideas) and one to be the
reporter (responsible for sharing the ideas later with the class as a
whole)

• Instruct recorders to divide their sheet in two by drawing a line down

• 5 min intro

• Sheet of paper for each group

• 10 mins group work

• Markers/pens

• 5 mins for presentation

the middle — one side with a title “House”, the other with “Home”

• Ask students to brainstorm the characteristics of both “house” and

“home”, highlighting what distinguishes one from the other. For
example, a “house” is a physical structure with a roof, walls, furniture,
etc. A “home” involves family, love, holidays, etc.

• After students have had time to create their lists, bring the class back
together to share their lists

• One by one, ask the reporters to present the group’s list
• Teachers should create a list on the board that compiles the various
answers from the class
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Lesson Plan
Teaching / Learning Activities

Time

Materials / Resources

Lesson: Helping Others Build a Home in Your Community
• Following the introductory activities outlined above, pose the question

10 minutes

to the class: “What is special about your home? Explain the meaning of
‘home’ to you personally”

• Introduce the idea that some families in our community do not have
a safe, decent and affordable place to call home. Using the “Habitat
for Humanity” Fact Sheet, provide a brief background on housing
challenges in Canada

• Begin a class discussion about ways students can help other people in

their community “build a home”. This can either be a class brainstorm
or lecture-style. Using the “Getting Involved in Your Community” Fact
Sheet, teachers point out ways in which students can give back to their
community — from gathering food for the food bank, to participating
in clothing drives, to actually helping build houses — students will be
taught ways in which they can help hard working families build the
elements that make up a home

• Provide a brief introduction to Habitat for Humanity, using the “Habitat
for Humanity” Fact Sheet
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Lesson Plan
Teaching / Learning Activities
Lesson: Helping Others Build a Home in Your Community
(continued)

Time

Materials / Resources

30 minutes

• After providing a brief lesson on “Helping Others Build a Home in Your
Community”, tell students they also have an exciting opportunity to
help a family in housing need by writing a composition, essay or poem
on “the meaning of home”, which can ultimately help to fund a Habitat
build in a community

• Inform students of the Meaning of Home contest, including

requirements and prizing, and let them know they will be completing a
writing assignment that can be submitted to the contest

• Meaning of Home Poster
• Word Search
• Writing Tips Sheet
• Certificate of Achievement

• Give students class time to work independently on their writing
assignment — they can use the Writing Tips sheet to help

• Plan to have a period of peer-editing, either on the same day or
following day, depending on individual class timeframes

• Collect writing assignments and work with students to submit their
entries, either online if computer/internet is available, or by mail

• If students finish early, they can also work on the word searches
• After the writing assignments are complete, teachers can award their

students a Certificate of Achievement found at the end of the education
module
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Included Resources

Outside Resources

Contest Details

How to submit your entry

The following resources can also be
downloaded on the Teachers’ Page
of the Meaning of Home website at
www.meaningofhome.ca:

• Habitat for Humanity website —

Encourage participation at your
school and help raise money
toward Habitat for Humanity
Canada. Genworth Canada donates
$10 per entry, the winner gets
to direct a $50,000 grant from
Genworth Canada to a local Habitat
for Humanity of their choice*, and
and receives an illustrated book
featuring the winners’ entry. Also,
10 Runner-up prizes include a
$5,000 grant for the local Habitat
for Humanity. Additional prizes
include a pizza party for the class
and $1,000 to the winner’s school!

Enter online:

• Habitat for Humanity Fact Sheet
• Getting Involved in Your

Community Fact Sheet — Tips on
how students can get involved in
their community

• Meaning of Home Contest

Poster — Contest requirements
and entry details; rules and
regulations

• Meaning of Home Word
Searches

• Writing Tips sheet for students

www.habitat.ca

• Meaning of Home Contest

website — www.meaningofhome.ca

• Genworth Canada website —
www.genworth.ca

Contest Details
Students in grades 4, 5 and 6
can help build a family a home
(and win cool prizes) by simply
writing a story. From October 10
to November 30, 2017, Genworth
Canada and Habitat for Humanity
Canada are asking students to
make a difference.
All they have to do is submit a
composition, essay or poem that
explains what “home” means to
them!

WRITE ABOUT IT.

Contest Requirements
• Contest is open to students in
grades 4, 5 or 6 in Canada

• Your entry must be between 50
and 300 words

• You can submit your entry from
October 10 to November 30,
2017

WIN A PRIZE.
MAKE A DIFFERENCE.

For complete contest rules
and regulations, go to www.
meaningofhome.ca

To submit your composition, essay
or poem online, simply fill in the
form on the Meaning of Home
website at www.meaningofhome.
ca then type or copy and click the
“submit” button.

Enter by mail:
Students can also mail submissions,
along with full name, address,
school name and phone number, to:
Genworth Canada
Meaning of Home Contest,
PO BOX 400 STN A
Orangeville, ON
L9W 2Z7

Judging
Contest entries will be judged
based on originality, creativity,
significance and relevance. For
more details please see the official
contest rules and regulations.

* The winner will select from a list of
eligible locations.
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Tip Sheet: Talking to Students about Community Involvement
• According to the Canada Survey

on Giving, Volunteering and
Participating, Canada’s youth are
the volunteering generation

• The study indicated Canadian

teenagers between the ages of
15 and 19 are more likely than
those in any other age group to
volunteer

• Statistics show that youth who

have early, positive volunteer
experiences are more likely to
volunteer as they get older

Volunteering Starts at Home

Take it to the Community

• Kids can begin by volunteering at • Move these lessons learned at
home — help set the table, wash
dishes, or read to a younger
sibling

home out to the community by
asking families to get involved
in local charities — it’s a great
way for families to spend time
together and give back to the
community

• Children can also accompany
their parents as they help out
their neighbours by watering
their plants or collecting their
mail while they are away

• Kids can donate gently-used

• Start local — kids can volunteer to
rake leaves or mow the lawn for
an elderly neighbour

clothing to the local clothing
drive or participate in local
fundraising walks or food drives

Benefits of Volunteering
• Along with the experience of

giving back to the community
and helping others, child
volunteers also gain in other
ways:

• They discover their strengths
and talents
• They develop critical thinking
and teamwork skills
• They build self-esteem and
confidence
• They feel needed and valued
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Habitat for Humanity Canada Fact Sheet
The Housing Crisis
in Canada

Habitat for Humanity
Canada

Habitat for Humanity Programs

• 1 in 7 Canadian households

• Habitat for Humanity Canada was

• The Homeownership Program is

do not have a safe, decent,
affordable place to call home

• Over 735,000 children live in

conditions of core housing need
(2011 stat)

• Because the cost of housing

is so high, many hardworking
families have to choose between
paying rent and paying for other
necessities of life, such as food,
child care or heating

founded in 1985 and is a national,
non-profit organization working
for a world where everyone has a
safe and decent place to live

• Habitat for Humanity brings

communities together to help
families build strength, stability
and independence through
affordable homeownership

• In Canada, Habitat for Humanity
is made up of 56 local Habitats
spread across all provinces and
territories

• 70,000 volunteers work with

Habitat for Humanity in Canada
each year

• Since 1985, over 3,134 families

have accessed a safe and decent
home by partners with Habitat in
Canada

Habitat for Humanity’s primary
activity:

• We help individuals and
families in financially vulnerable
situations to become
homeowners
• Working with the family, we
create a mortgage that fits
within their budget so they can
purchase their own home
• We are able to do this because
we build our homes at the
lowest cost possible, with
donations of funds, products
and labour

• Habitat for Humanity’s Global
Village Volunteer Program
consists of short-term house
building trips around the
world where volunteers have
the opportunity to observe
and contribute to Habitat for
Humanity’s work first-hand in
other countries

• The Habitat ReStores are

building supply stores that
accept and resell quality new
and used building materials.
They generate funds to support
Habitat’s building programs, while
reducing the amount of used
materials that are headed for
overflowing landfills!

• We call this process, “A hand
up, not a hand out”

• Habitat for Humanity International
spans over 70 countries and has
helped over 9,800,000 familes
improve their living conditions
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Writing Tips
Even J.K. Rowling, the
author of Harry Potter,
had to start somewhere!
Here are some tips to get
you started:

1. Read, Read, Read
The more you read the better you’ll write.

Here’s a checklist of things to look for when
editing your story:
• Is every paragraph indented at the beginning?

2. Brainstorm
Before you write your first draft, put all of your ideas
on paper. There are no bad ideas when you’re
brainstorming.

• Do all sentences begin with a capital letter?
• Do all the sentences in your story make sense?
• Does your story have a variety of long and short
sentences?

• Is there a variety of words in your story?
3. Write About What You Know
Look around you for ideas and inspiration. Last year’s
Meaning of Home winner wrote about a homeless
man she saw on the street with her mom.

4. Edit Your Work
Once your story is complete, it’s time to edit your
work! Try these helpful tips:

• Did you use descriptive words?
• Do you repeat a certain word too many times?
• Is the spelling correct? (Be careful of words that

sound the same but have different meanings. For
example: ‘no’ and ‘know’)

• Will the reader understand what the meaning of
home means to you?

• Does the story have a good title?

• Read your story out loud to help catch errors, such
as missing words

• Ask a friend, family member or teacher to read
your work

Happy Writing!
Ideas from: www.education-world.com
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Certificate of Achievement

has successfully completed the
Meaning of Home writing challenge!
Writing about the meaning of home demonstrates
the above-mentioned understands the importance of
giving back to the community and helping others.

Awarded by:
Meaningofhome.ca

Date:

