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Teen jailed for role in vicious beating
BY IAN HITCHEN

A youth who took part in the “chilling”
beating of a soldier and left him bleeding in the
street has received six months in jail.
“The beating was vicious and involved
gratuitous violence and careless disregard,”

Judge Shauna Hewitt-Michta said during
sentencing on Monday.
“This was a very serious assault you were
involved in. What you did was terrible,” she told
the young offender, who can’t be identified
under the Youth Criminal Justice Act.
Crown attorney Kaley Tschetter had told

court that the 16-year-old boy, 18-year-old Erik
Tobacco and another man had been to a number
of parties the night of Sept. 20-21.
They were walking home around 5:30 a.m.
when one of them suggested they check cars
for beer money.
Among the vehicles they checked was Chris

Whalen’s truck, which was parked outside of
his home near the corner of Ninth Street and
Maryland Avenue.
Whalen was awoken by the trespassers, went
outside and yelled at them.
» See ‘First accused’ — Page A3

Habitat
looking
to raise
profile
BY JILLIAN AUSTIN

To jump-start fundraising efforts,
Habitat for Humanity Manitoba has
hired a full-time paid professional to
work out of the Brandon chapter.
“They were having trouble
fundraising within the volunteer
community, so we decided as an
affiliate that we would invest in the
community,” said Michelle Pereira,
vice-president
of
marketing,
communications and philanthropy.
Longtime fundraiser Margaret
Schonewille will take on the role
Feb. 29, and will work at the ReStore
office.
“Our intention is to raise the profile
of the Brandon chapter,” Pereira said.
“We think that having someone in the
community who has roots in the
community is going to benefit us as an
organization and help us help more
families that need affordable housing.”
Hunter Andronick and Kendall Neapew play shinny at the North End Community Centre rink on a sunny Monday afternoon. (Tim Smith/Brandon Sun)
Schonewille has 20 years of
fundraising experience and currently
sits on the board for the Association of
» EXPANDED MISSION AGAINST ISLAMIC STATE
Fundraising Professionals. Through
previous work with Brandon non-profit
organizations, Schonewille said she has
gotten to know many people, clubs and
community groups, but is always
looking to meet more.
OTTAWA — Canadian military during a technical briefing that followed
“If anyone wants someone to come
trainers will likely face “engagements” Trudeau’s announcement.
and speak and share about Habitat at
“In my view, it’s a non-combat
with enemy Islamic militants in Iraq,
their group, we’re really happy to do
but that doesn’t mean they’re taking mission in that we are not the principal
that,” she said.
part in a combat mission, the chief of combatants here.”
Schonewille said she plans to work
Canada’s bombing mission against
the defence staff said Monday.
closely with the volunteers in her
Gen. Jonathan Vance offered that the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant
fundraising efforts.
assessment as the Liberal government will be replaced by what Trudeau called
“It’s all of us working together that’s
released its long-awaited and retooled an expanded mission that will focus on
going to make us stronger,” she said.
strategy in the fight against Islamic training local security forces and
Habitat was reintroduced to Brandon
militants in Iraq and Syria. The combat helping to rebuild the shattered region.
in 2013, as part of Habitat for
The number of Canadian military
sorties being flown by a half-dozen
Humanity Manitoba. The previous
CF-18 jet fighters in the U.S.-led personnel in the region will increase to
Habitat Brandon office was closed in
830 people — up from the current 650
coalition will end by Feb. 22.
2012 after the organization’s national
In offering his view of Canada’s — to provide planning, targeting and
office claimed it didn’t meet operating
expanded training mission, Vance went intelligence expertise.
standards.
The size of Canada’s “train, advise
to some lengths to avoid contradicting
There are new standards in place and
his boss, Prime Minister Justin and assist” mission will also triple,
while the Winnipeg office oversees the
Trudeau, who has insisted trainers including additional medical personnel
operation, the local chapter remains
and equipment including small arms,
would not be involved in combat.
“The prime minister has clearly ammunition and optics to assist in Prime Minister Justin Trudeau answers a question as he is joined by Defence independent in terms of family
described it as non-combat” and there’s training Iraqi security forces, almost Minister Harjit Sajjan, left, and Minister of International Development and La selection, fundraising, volunteers,
Francophonie Marie-Claude Bibeau during a press conference at the National construction, trades and building crews.
a “penchant ... for people to try and exclusively in the Kurdish north.
» See ‘If we don’t’ — Page A3
Press Theatre in Ottawa on Monday. (The Canadian Press)
parse the words,” Vance said Monday » See ‘We are for’ — Page A4
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Canada pulls CF-18s, triples training troops
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» First accused had been sentenced to 2 years
Continued from Page A1

The trio walked away, but Whalen
followed and grabbed at the youth’s
backpack.
In response, Tobacco attacked
Whalen. When Tobacco started to
lose the ensuing fight, the youth
jumped in, punched Whalen and
pushed him to the ground.
As Whalen lay on the street, the

youth and Tobacco kicked him until
he was unconscious.
Passersby found Whalen and called
police who found three suspects in the
area who had blood on their clothes.
Whalen told The Brandon Sun that
three people attacked him, but only
Tobacco and the youth were charged
as police believe the third man they
encountered wasn’t involved.
The arrested boy gave a false name,

but police later learned his true
identity and that he was supposed to
be under a 7 p.m. to 7 a.m. bail curfew
at the time of the beating. About two
weeks before, he was released after
getting caught stealing headphones
from a parked truck.
Whalen was taken to the Health
Sciences Centre in Winnipeg for
surgery.
His eyes were swollen shut, his

upper lip was torn and he had
fractures to his facial bones.
The Shilo-based soldier has posttraumatic stress disorder from his
service in Afghanistan. In his victim
impact statement, he described how
the beating made those symptoms
worse.
He suffered from dizziness for
months, had blurry eyesight at times,
headaches and scars.

His wife and young son were also
traumatized, Whalen wrote.
In October, Tobacco was sentenced
to two years for aggravated assault.
On Monday, his young co-accused
was sentenced on the same charge to
six months in jail, followed by three
months supervision in the community.
He’ll then be on probation for a year.
» ihitchen@brandonsun.com
» Twitter: @IanHitchen

IN OTHER NEWS
IMPAIRED DRIVER GETS
18-MONTH BAN, FINE
A drunk driver who sped
along a busy city street while
his window was covered in ice,
will pay for his mistake in cold,
hard cash in the form of a fine.
In provincial court on
Monday, Mitchell Raymond
Conway was fined $2,000 and
banned from driving for 18
months.
On Dec. 19, just after
midnight, police at the corner
of Aberdeen Avenue and
Ninth Street encountered a car
with its windshield completely
frosted over.
Concerned, police turned
around and followed as the car
turned right onto Richmond
Avenue. The driver then sped
off along Richmond and the
pursuing officer reached 115
km/h in the 50 km/h zone as
she caught up.
The driver turned onto 18th
Street, but had to slow down
as there were two cars blocking
its way. The driver finally A crew works on a home for the Virden chapter of Habitat for Humanity. The home was recently completed, and the Samson family moved
pulled over in the 1700 block in last month. (Photo courtesy Vaughn Bender)
of Queens Avenue.
Conway told police he was
having a bad night and had just
broken up with his girlfriend.
He smelled of alcohol, but
said he’d only had two drinks
and refused to give a breath
sample.
In court, however, he took
responsibility with a plea to
impaired driving.
Continued from Page A1
approximately 12 volunteers to
complete the build.
SKATING OVAL EXPECTED
“Fundraising is actually an
“It was really quite
TO REOPEN WEDNESDAY
essential part of all the chapter
wonderful,” she said, adding the
basement was dug midThe city has temporarily structures. Obviously, if we
September and the project was
closed its skating oval because don’t raise funds, we can’t build
finished the first week of
the unseasonably warm houses, so Margaret’s role is
January.
weather on the weekend has going to be critically important,”
said Brandon Habitat chair Rick
“Habitat is a heartwarming
made it unsafe to skate.
organization and it makes you
The oval closed Monday Wells.
The local chapter has been
feel good to do something like
afternoon and will reopen —
that for somebody.”
weather permitting — on busy since its reopening,
Several other Westman
Wednesday at 4 p.m. to allow working on its ambitious goal
communities have Habitat
city staff to re-flood the ice of building 19 new homes in
Brandon’s east end. The first
projects underway, including
surface.
Shoal Lake. The chapter is
The warming shacks, music home is ready for a family, and
looking for a new partner family
and floodlights will be turned there will be a key ceremony on
interested in owning their first
off until the skating oval Feb. 19 at the home in the 700
block of Percy Street.
home, as the selected family had
reopens.
The second home was built
to withdraw for “personal
In the meantime, city
reasons.”
officials are asking the public by Green Acres Colony in
If there are low-income
to respect the current conjunction with other Hutterite
families in the area who work
barricades and stay off the ice colonies, and will be moved
full-time and have children, they
surface until it is fully flooded onto the foundation. This
possession is scheduled for late
are encouraged to call Steve
and ready for skating.
spring.
Krahn of Habitat for Humanity
The City of Brandon donated
Manitoba at 204-235-2187.
TWO CHARGED IN DEATH
a lot located at 255 Frederick
In Killarney, the first Habitat
OF WINNIPEG WOMAN
St., with construction beginning
home was completed last year.
Martin and Melissa Gervais
WINNIPEG — Police say a in spring 2016. According to the
moved into the home in
woman who died in hospital organization, plans are being
February 2015. Two lots have
on the weekend had been finalized and it is hopeful that
been donated to the cause by
attacked in two Winnipeg the possession date will be late
Habitat for Humanity volunteers lay flooring in the recently completed Bill and Marianne Hildebrandt.
2016 or early 2017.
homes.
Assiniboine Community Virden home. (Photo courtesy Vaughn Bender)
According to Pereira, they are
They say officers responding
to an assault call early Saturday College has almost completed income people who are unable chapter of Habitat for hoping to build in 2017, but will
found Mavis Ducharme, who the second home it is building to secure a down payment or a Humanity recently completed be dependent on fundraising.
and will be moved onto Percy traditional loan. There is an its first build since 2011. A key
The
Asessippi-Parkland
was 39, critically injured.
Investigators say two suspects Street before the end of the extensive interview process ceremony was held last month chapter completed its first build
broke into Ducharme’s home school year. Construction is well before an applicant is chosen. for Marissa and Cyrel Samson, in the fall of 2015. Christine
underway, with possession of Part of the program is “sweat along with their two children, Diores, a single mother of three,
and attacked her and a man.
Ducharme was able to the home slated for late 2016 equity,” which means families aged two years and three weeks. purchased the home in Russell
“They came into partnership last October.
volunteer time to help build the
escape to a nearby residence, early 2017.
The Brandon chapter is home.
with Habitat in January 2015
“She is an animal health
but she was chased and
actively recruiting volunteer
Habitat is hoping to spread with the aspirations of owning technologist, originally from the
attacked again.
Two Winnipeg residents community leaders to join the the word about the local their first home. After Philippines,” according to
ReStore, located at 630 Rosser aggressively completing 500 Pereira. “The family is involved
were arrested later in the day committee.
“This
organization
offers
a
Ave. The store just celebrated its hours of sweat equity, (this in the community and Christine
and remain in custody.
normally takes 18 months) they volunteers in the community.
Kashtin Flett, who is 23, has hand up to low-income families one-year anniversary.
“If you are renovating, getting purchased their home at fair- She is seen as someone with a
been charged with second- to realize the pride of
degree murder and Nikina homeownership and will ready to spring clean your market value,” according to social conscience, which lends
itself to being a good
House, also 23, is charged with provide their family, especially home, the ReStore is a great Pereira.
the children a more stable place to donated unwanted
Karen McKinnon, chair of ambassador for Habitat.”
manslaughter.
future,” Pereira said.
the Virden Habitat chapter, said » jaustin@brandonsun.com
goods,” Pereira said.
» The Brandon Sun,
Habitat homes are for lowThe Canadian Press
Meanwhile, the Virden it took a dedicated group of » Twitter: @jillianaustin

» ‘If we don’t raise funds,
we can’t build houses’

CLOSED

SANITATION

EASTVIEW LANDFILL SITE
and the Material Recovery Facility (M.R.F.) will be
CLOSED February 15th
for the Louis Riel Holiday

Rivers man
remains
in hospital
following
rollover
BY CHARLES TWEED

A Rivers man remains in
hospital nearly three weeks
after crashing his car onto the
frozen Assiniboine River,
according to police.
The 65-year-old driver struck
a guardrail while travelling
south on Highway 250,
approximately nine kilometres
north of Alexander. The
crumpled car came to a rest on
the frozen river after rolling
down a rocky embankment on
Jan. 21.
“The lone occupant of
the vehicle remains in hospital
in intensive care,” RCMP
spokesman Bert Paquet said.
Investigators, including a
traffic analyst, believe the crash
was caused by a health
problem.
Paquet said investigators
“believe a pre-existing medical
condition is the main
contributing factor to this
vehicle going off-road.”
At about 9 a.m. on the day
of the accident, a passerby
noticed a grey four-door sedan
on the river. Minutes later, a
man came across the scene and
alerted management at the
Deerboine Hutterite Colony,
which is located just east of the
wreck.
Deerboine members brought
blankets and provided support,
including carrying the man up
the icy rocks, for Whitehead
emergency medical services
personnel who showed up
shortly after.
The driver was transported
to hospital in serious
condition.
» ctweed@brandonsun.com
» Twitter: @CharlesTweed

Woman
pleads guilty to
drunk driving
A woman spotted driving
while swigging whisky has
pleaded guilty to drunk driving.
Sherry Lynn Benn pleaded
guilty in Brandon provincial
court on Monday to driving
with a blood-alcohol level over
the legal limit.
Last Tuesday afternoon, a
witness called police to report
that he’d seen a woman
drinking whisky while driving
a van.
The witness supplied the
licence plate number, and
police tracked down the van.
Benn fumbled with her
wallet as she gave police her
health card by mistake, then
her licence. The breathalyzer
placed her at more than double
the legal limit.
She was fined $1,500 and
banned from driving for 15
months. She was also fined
$500 for driving without a
licence.
» The Brandon Sun
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